Rights & Wrongs
LIVE Event for students of GCSE Religious Studies
With Dr Peter Vardy

Dates for 2022-23
●
●
●
●

Frome 18th October
London 2nd December
Coventry 7th February
London 9th February

www.candleconferences.com

Dr. Peter Vardy was Vice Principal of Heythrop College,
University of London (1999-2011); he is internationally
well-known as a leader in the fields of Religious
Studies, Philosophy and Ethics and Values Education.
Peter’s many books – including the best-selling “Puzzle
of” series for HarperCollins – demonstrate his ability to
communicate complex ideas with clarity, accuracy and
humour. For more than three decades schools and
colleges have looked to Peter to provide outstanding
conferences, resources and CPD / INSET, both to
support their work in RS and Philosophy and more
broadly.
Did you know? Peter was warded an honorary
doctorate for his work in promoting Religious Studies
in schools by the University of Chichester in 2021.

“Dr Vardy and Charlotte never
disappoint, both deliver content with
passion and are the experts in the field.
Students found the conference to be
intellectually challenging and important
to their A Level studies.” Teacher, 2020
“They are really excellent conferencesclear, coherent and extending talks
upon all subjects linked with courses. A
must for aspirational sixth formers.”
Save RE Facebook Comment

To Book

Hey RS departments! Have you seen? Vardy Conferences are back!

Student tickets to attend
the LIVE “Rights and
Wrongs” event cost £20,
with a 10% discount
available if you book
10+ tickets together
online. Please e-mail for
your ACCESS CODE.

“Rights and Wrongs” is Candle Conferences first LIVE event for students of GCSE
Religious Studies since the pandemic. Exploring content specified by ALL ENGLISH
EXAMINATION BOARDS the event aims to get students really excited about the subject,
enriching and extending their knowledge and understanding as well as supporting them
in analysing, evaluating and making informed, well-reasoned academic judgements.
●

Tickets to the live event come with access to an exclusive online resource-area,
which provides participants with video-clips, detailed notes on each topic as well as
activities, model-essays, revision-tips, reading lists and more.

●

1) Sanctity or Quality of Life?
The first session will compare and contrast religious and non-religious approaches to
ethical decision-making. The religious concept of the Sanctity of Life will be outlined, along
with how it informs religious teaching about every moral issue, and the relationship between
it and Human Rights considered. Quality of Life arguments will then be explained and their
implications suggested. This session will conclude with a discussion.
2) Dignity in Dying
The second session will explore how beliefs about the Sanctity of Life, Human Rights and
Quality of Life play out when it comes to the question of Euthanasia. The last attempt to
legalise Assisted Dying in the UK failed in 2015, despite overwhelming public support, but
the issue won’t go away. This session will conclude with an activity.
3) Justice and Inequality
After break, Dr Vardy will consider the extent and causes of inequality in a country and a
world that claims to uphold Justice and Human Rights. Is religion more a cause of inequality
or a force to reduce it? How have religious people responded to injustice and inequality?
This session will conclude with an activity based on a typical 12/15 mark question.
4) A Just War?
After lunch, Dr Vardy will ask whether war can ever be just. How can people who believe
in the sanctity of life also support the use of military force? Why do religious leaders
sometimes call for Holy Wars? Why are some Christians Pacifists, and what does that
mean? The session will then conclude with a formal debate on the motion “This house
believes that the UK should get rid of its nuclear weapons!”
● Participating schools are invited to submit video-contributions (whether from students or teachers)
which can propose or oppose the motion above (max. 4 minutes) or “Second” the proposition or
opposition (max 2 minutes). More detailed guidelines on how to prepare and submit these
contributions will be sent out to booking e-mail addresses. Dr Vardy will choose the best
contributions and use them as part of his introduction to the debate, before inviting live contributions
on each side of the debate from the floor and then calling a vote. Winning contributions will also
receive a prize!

●

We offer one free teacherplace per 10 students,
otherwise accompanying
teachers cost £20
Teachers attending alone
for CPD purposes cost
£100
●

Trainee teachers and
extra adults supporting
individual students to
access the event attend for
free.
buytickets.at/candleconferences

With Candle you get:
●Up-to-date scholarly
content made engaging and
tailored to the real needs of
A Level students.
●Sessions and resources
designed by practicing
teachers with a record of
engaging students of all
abilities.
● Easy, secure online
bookings and social media
support on twitter
@PuzzleVardy & facebook
@CandleConfs
e-mail:
info@candleconferences.com
Tel: 0208 133 2241

