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Language

 On-demand Lectures

1. Language and Meaning
2. Piercing the Veil
3. Are religious claims meaningless?
4. Meta-Ethics: What does “good” mean?



Candle Conferences on demand lecture series for students of A Level Religious
Studies are unique. As always, the lectures are pacy and engaging, designed to
provoke deep thought and further discussion and debate. Each lecture is
accompanied by detailed student resources, providing an overview of the content,
useful scholars and quotations, suggestions for extra reading and learning activities.
Overall, the lecture series offers 4+ hours of video content accompanied by
40+ pages of digital resources.

Exploring content specified by ALL ENGLISH EXAMINATION BOARDS for Year 2
study, “Language” will take students on a “deep dive” into the Philosophy of
Language, helping them to appreciate implications across and between the
Philosophy of Religion, Ethics and Study of Religion papers and to evaluate
different approaches to assessing the meaning of claims made in these contexts.

1. Language and Meaning

This introductory lecture considers how language conveys meaning and the
implications this has for the Philosophy of Religion, Ethics and the Study of
Religion.  Are words auditory signs, pointing towards a meaning beyond themselves
and taking their meaning from what they refer to?  Or, does the meaning of
language come from how we use it?  The lecture will end with an activity for
students to complete.

2. Piercing the Veil

This second lecture will explore the medieval debate about meaning in religious
claims.  Cataphatic and apophatic approaches to speaking about God will be
outlined and evaluated, before we explore Aquinas’ doctrine of analogy in greater
depth.  The lecture will end by focusing on a typical essay-question, which students
can plan and/or write afterwards.

3.    Are religious claims meaningless?

The third lecture will move forward to consider 20th Century challenges to the
meaningfulness of religious language from verificationism and falsificationism.
Following this, Wittgenstein’s theory of language games and the development of
postmodernism will be considered, and the work of Tillich and Randall on symbol
will be evaluated. The lecture will end with an activity for students to complete.

4.    Meta-Ethics: What does “good” mean?

In the final lecture, we will turn to the relationship between language and ethics,
exploring ethical naturalism, intuitionism and emotivism and how they relate to both
normative ethical systems and ethical decision-making.  The lecture will end by
focusing on a typical essay-question, which students can plan and/or write
afterwards.

Dr. Peter Vardy was Vice Principal of Heythrop College, University of London
(1999-2011); he is internationally well-known as a leader in the fields of
Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics and Values Education.   Peter’s
many books – including the bestselling “Puzzle of” series for HarperCollins –
demonstrate his ability to communicate complex ideas with clarity, accuracy
and humour.  For more than three decades schools and colleges have
looked to Peter to provide outstanding conferences, resources and CPD /
INSET, both to support their work in RS and Philosophy and more broadly.

Charlotte Vardy combines teaching Religious Studies across the age and
ability range in an outstanding Church School with her work in planning our
events and creating our resources.  With 20 years’ experience in schools,
including in Senior and Middle Leadership, she has worked as an
educational consultant and teacher-trainer since 2007, for organisations
including examination boards.  She has a Masters’ Degree with distinction in
Philosophy from the University of London, attended the Universities of
Oxford (BA Theology) and Cambridge (PGCE Secondary RS), and has
written four books for students of A Level Religious Studies.

To Book
A school licence to access

the Language lecture
series for the academic

year 2022-23 costs £50,
which includes the right to

show the videos in class
and copy the student

resources.

Individual students or
teachers can purchase
access for £5, but this
only includes personal
use of the videos and

resources

https://candleconferences.
com/events/language/

With Candle you get:

○ Up-to-date scholarly
content made engaging
and tailored to the real

needs of A Level
students.

○ Sessions and resources
designed by practicing

teachers with a record of
engaging students of all

abilities.

○ Easy, secure online
bookings with no fees to

pay; just print off e-
tickets.
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